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household the wireless is rarely silent. It is turned on by the first
member of the household to be up—it may be 7 a.m. or earlier
—and turned off by the last to go to bed, perhaps at two the
following morning. I have even heard that in some flats it is
never turned off at all. There are different transmission stations
for different purposes, so that educational lectures can go on
side by side with jazz. Russian and foreign language lessons are
given over the wireless; nature study, history, geography, health
and hygiene, and, of course, politics, receive their allotted hours.
Cultural as well as academic education is provided by the
clubs. Every industrial enterprise has its club, sometimes housed
palatially, at other times housed quite modestly. Similarly,
every agricultural enterprise, every administrative organisation,
has its club. In these clubs are carried on all kinds of activities.
There are art, drama, music, literary, technical, sport, dancing,
intellectual, and other circles. If the club is very well off, it will
have its own theatre, to which it will periodically invite com-
panies from the best professional theatres. Every club has a
children's section where parents can leave their offspring.
The present tendency is for many factories to combine and
have a joint cultural central club as well as their own smaller
ones. For example, the House of Culture in the Viborgsky
District in Leningrad is supported by the trade unions and the
fifty-six factories which it serves. This was built as a club, but
accommodation is already insufficient. It has a theatre which
seats 4,000, in which performances are given by professional
companies and by the club's own dramatic society. The per-
formances of the latter are free, while for those of professionals
a charge is made. There are performances every day. From six
to eight every evening there are concerts. The theatre is also
used for scientific lectures, when scientists acquaint the workers
with the latest discoveries. Not long before my visit I was told
that a packed theatre of workers listened to a lecture on the
splitting of the atom and its significance to humanity.
The front rows in this theatre are reserved for shock brigaders
of the different factories.

